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The first Shichigosan [ B |
Blessing of 2025 was =39 E T o + METR
performed on 10/15fora ESiE S cor M. "N | |
family from New York. E b : i |

The kimono that they
brought with them was
worn by the celebrant's
mother.

The grandmother lovingly
dressed her
granddaughter, explaining
the significance of each
piece of clothing.

The multi- generational
family was elated to be
able to pass down the
traditions of Shichigosan
on U.S. soil.
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- Mahalo Nui to a shrine
| friend from Seattle for
the donation of

Matsutake mushrooms.

. The Matsutake

" mushroom is a highly
prized species for its rich
aroma and unique
flavor. The mushrooms
were harvested from the
North Cascade
Mountains.

NOVEMBER

1

8 am (Internal)
Tsukinamisai Monthly

Service

2-15 9:30am -3 pm

16

Shichigosan

9:30 am - 11:30 am
Last day of Shichigosan
11:30 am - 2:30 pm
Cleanup & restore

meeting room

DECEMBER

1

2pm
Tsukinamisai Monthly
Service (Last

Tsukinamisai of 2025)



SHICHIGOSAN

Cleanup and preparations were done on 10/11 ~ 10/26
10/19 for the annual Shichigosan, blessings. The
Shichigosan season began on 10/26.
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CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to shrine friend Akiko
Sanai for her induction into the
Steinway & Sons Teacher Hall of
Fame, awarded to notable piano
educators in the U.S. who have
demonstrated outstanding teaching,
performance and advocacy for piano
education.

Akiko was honored in a ceremony in Ag
New York City on October 21 - - an
important recognition that

acknowledges the distinguished

career that she has had. Itisa

&

distinction she has earned over many
years of music instruction and
performance.

The list of inductees includes both
modern artists like Billy Joel, Diana
Krall, as well as legendary performers
such as Sergei Rachmaninoff and
Arthur Rubenstein.

Akiko's musical journey began as a
child in Yamaguchi prefecture.

Mahalo Akiko, for shaping future
generations to find their creative
expressions through music.
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A one-year death anniversary
service was performed for Rev.
Takizawa's mother, Tei.

Both parents wished to be
cremated and scattered in the
ocean off of Oahu as they held
a deep symbolic connection to
the natural world and
represents the boundless cycle
of life and continuity beyond
death.

Another Remembrance
ceremony was performed for
shrine friend Kell Komatsubara
who passed away 5 years ago.



E KOMO MAI

Welcome to the shrine Yuji Shinogi, CEO of
Apollo Gas in Fukushima prefecture.

Yuji is a member of the Dazaifu Tenmangu
Sukei Kai Fukushima Chapter.

According to Mr. Shinogi, few challenges
are more important than meeting the
needs of a growing demand for energy.

Apollo Gas has gone beyond natural gas
and now provides diverse kinds of energy,
reducing the environmental impact of
greenhouse gas emissions.
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This year, the shrine was not
able to import Chitose Ame or
the 1000-year candy.

Japan Post has suspended
mailing packages to the U.S.
because of the end of its
duty-free exemptions.

The suspension, which started
August 27, 2025, affects
individual gifts over $100 and
goods for commercial sale.

What is affected:

* Individual gifts: Packages with
a declared value exceeding
$100.

* Items intended for
commercial purposes.

Reason:

The U.S. terminated the "de

minimis" exemption for
low-value shipments, and
Japan Post is temporarily
halting certain packages due
to unclear implementation
procedures set forth by the
Trump administration.

What is not affected:

Letters and postcards: These
are still accepted.

Individual gifts: Packages with

a declared value of less than

$100 are still accepted. .
)

Global impact: Many other .,
countries have temporarily »&,
suspended some mail N

? 1
servicesto the U.S. $$\
due to the same 2 D
U.S. policy ‘1“2\ \%
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JUNIJI SHIN

A reader inquired about the
ancient method of time
keeping, as seen on Japanese
historical dramas.

The Chinese Zodiac is said to
have been well established by
the Han Dynasty (206 BCE -
220 CE).

The zodiac became an integral

part of the Chinese culture and
used for agriculture, astrology

and political purposes.

The system combines 12
animals with 10 Heavenly
Stems to form a larger 60-year
cycle.

One popular version of the
zodiac's origin claims that
Buddha invited the animals to
a gathering for Buddha's

departure to the other world.

It is said he named the years
after each animal in the order
they arrived.

Each animal in the Asian
zodiac is associated with not
only a year, but month and
time.

Each animal represents a
two-hour period of the day (24
hours divided by 12 animals).

This system was exported to
Korea and Japan sometime
during the Asuka Period (538 -
710 CE).

In Japan, the system was called
Juniji shin and used until the
end of the Tokugawa Period
(1603 - 1867).

Ne no koku (Rat)

11 pm-1am

Ushi no koku (Ox) Tam-3am
Tora no koku (Tiger) 3am-5am
U no koku (Rabbit) 5am-7am
Tatsu no koku (Dragon) 7am-9am

Mi no koku (Snake)

9am-11am

Uma no koku (Horse)

11 am-1pm

Hitsuji no koku (Sheep) 1pm-3pm
Saru no koku (Monkey) 3pm-5pm
Tori no koku (Rooster) 5pm-7pm
Inu no koku (dog) 7pm-9pm
I no koku (Boar) 9pm-11pm




MAINTENANCE

The split air conditioners and
condensers were give its annual

cleaning and maintenance on 10/17

d

Pressure washing of the hall was done

after the departure of the preschool

Nine used tires were dumped in
front of the shrine on Olomea
Street sometime between 1:00
am and 4:00 am on 10/22/2025.

Dumping tires in Honolulu
violates state and city laws with
fines for violations.

Used tires must be taken to an
authorized recycler or disposed
of at permitted facilities, like the
City Convenience Center or
transfer stations.

When buying new tires, dealers
are required by law to accept
your old ones for disposal and
charge a fee to cover the
disposal and recycling costs.

Significant illegal dumping can
result in felony prosecution.
For suspected illegal dumping

sites, please use the online
reporting tool on the website of

the City & County of Honolulu's
Department of Environmental
Services. You can also call the
Department of Health & Solid
Waste Section at (808) 586-4226.

Mahalo Nui Loa to Refuse
Inspector Henry Kaneakua for
escalating our case to the State
for removal.



In the early morning hours of 10/7,
a male under the influence crashed
into the shrine's Kama Lane fence,
backed up into the neighbor's
empty lot, tearing out three parking
barrier poles embedded in
concrete.

It took the driver about 5 minutes
to realize that his vehicle wasn't
moving because the barrier chains
were caught under his truck.

He then fell to the ground while

stumbling out from the truck,
proceeded to crawl to the back of
his vehicle and attempted to
remove the chain. The whole fiasco
took him about 30 minutes to
complete as he kept passing out on
the road and snoring.

HPD was called but arrived after the
truck left the scene. A police report
was filed with photos and videos of
the early morning incident.

Luckily there were no structural
damages to the shrine gate.

This is the 5th time an inebriated
driver crashed into the shrine's
Kama Lane gate.

Two of the 5 incidents ended in the
revocation of driving privileges of
the respondents that were arrested.

Kama Lane dead ends at the back
gate of the shrine.

On 10/10, Rev. Takizawa weeded
the area around the Kama Lane
gate and installed a very visible
white lattice on the fence to deter
drivers from crashing into the gate.
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