


MAHALOQO for your donations

Yuko Abrigo

Cara Arakaki

Marie Kozuma Alt
Satomi Bartow
Yuka Chubachi
Myles Daguio

Alan & Sara Delgado
David DeWolf
Catherine Diama

Bill & Keiko Doughty
Guy Fujishige
Melanie Gens

Reiko & Bryson Goda
Justin Harano

Lia Hee

Kayla Hernandez
Kristin Honda
Rodney & Sharon Isa
Allison Ito

Maiko Jomi

Nicole Johnson

Yuka Kane

Mai Kawanishi

Kei Keaulana

Charles & Taieya Kihe
Arlene Kiyohara

Shelley Kochiyama
James & Melba Kurashige
Melissa LeFever

Jenny Leung

Miles & Kristin Miller
Steve Miwa

Esther Miyashita

Shinken & Marilyn Naitoh
Dennis & Hiroko Nakamura
Erik & Shari Nakamura
Craig & Diane Nishida
Laurie Nitta

Cherie Peterson

Yoshie Reder

Cody Riedeman
Jennifer Reynolds

Yuri Sakai

Akiko Sanai

Midori Scott

Spencer Shimabukuro
Kevin & Aja Shimamura
Gary & Linda Shinsato
Haruka Shoji

Shiho Smith

Cheri Souza

Robert Stallings

Yuka Striker

Syndee Taira

Chisato Takahashi
Kouhei Takakura
Shohei Takeda

Naoki Tanaka

Etsuko Tani

Rie Tashima

Japan Post no longer
mails packages to the
USA.

Mahalo Nui to Jeffie

Sun for going in search
of Fujiya Chitose-ame
candies all over Tokyo.

The Chitose-ame was
given to the first 40
children that received a
Shichigosan blessing.

Kari Teshima

Jackie Tran

Colleen Udarbe
Atsuko Uehara
Robert Woods

Anna Yamada-Hall
Sadahiro Yamaguchi
Yuka Yamaguchi
Kazuhiko Yoshioka




CALENDAR

December

7 Sun 2pm
Tsukinamisai - last monthly service of 2025

TBD
Cleanup, pitching of tents and setup in the Hall

26~30 8:30am-4pm
Early Hatsumode (Personal Worship)
Early Omamori Selection (In the Hall) Public is welcome

Wednesday 8:30 am - 4 pm (Closed 4 pm - 8:30 pm)
8:30 pm - 2 am (Closed 2 am - 8:30 am)

11:30 pm (Internal)
Toshikoshi no O-harae Yearend Purification Ritual

1/1/2026 Thursday 8:30 am -4 pm
Hatsumode Worship ¢« Omamori available in the hall
Free shuttle from Farrington High School available:
12/31 Wed 11:45 pm - (1/1) 2 am
1/1 Thurs 8:30am 4 pm

"The veterans of our military
services have put their lives
on the line to protect the
freedoms that we enjoy.
They have dedicated their
lives to their country and
deserve to be recognized for
their commitment.”

~Judd Gregg




MAHALO Shichigosan Volunteers

Mahalo Nui Loa volunteers!

We couldn't have blessed
the children this
Shichigosan season without
you -- the heart and soul of
the shrine's events! Thank
you for whole-heartedly
embracing our mission to
share the endearing
traditions of Shichigosan,
Jusan Mairi and Totose no
Oiwai with the greater
community.

It isn't easy to work in the

same spirit week after week.

We would like to express
our heartfelt thanks to
Hanayagi Dancing Academy
instructors, students and to
all who have devoted their
time and energies with their
highest commitment.

Alexandria Carlyle
Gayle Fujihara

Bryson Goda

Carolyn Haik

Kathy Hamada-Kwock
Stacie Hata

Art Isa

Arthur Isa
Becky Isa
Milton Kwock
Sheryl Legaspi
Marilyn Naitoh
Craig Nishida
Diane Nishida

Chris Omuro
Erik Quintana
Gary Shinsato
Linda Shinsato
Sharon Toma
Jasmine Umeno
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: Please mark your calendars for our
+ 2026 Shichigosan, Totose no Oiwai
>, and Jusan Mairi blessings

November 1 - November 15




KOTO OSAME

In Japanese culture, beginnings
and endings are considered
extremely important and are
given special names.

KOTO OSAME

Koto osame literally means the
conclusion of matters. (Koto -
matters and Osame - conclusion)

For those in agriculture, Koto

osame is December 8. Farming
implements are stored and all
farming and harvesting is
wrapped up to prepare for the
new year.

For those in business and

government, the last business day

is December 28 and is called
Shigoto Osame or the conclusion
of work.

Government agencies at the
national and prefectural level

hold ceremonies on this day.
They reflect on the events of the
past year and employees are
expected to do a year-end
cleaning of their files, desk and
general area.

In Japanese martial, cultural and
performance arts, the last
practice of the year is calld Keiko
Osame or the end of practice. It
is traditionally observed on
December 12.

Koto Osame, Shigoto Osame and
Keiko Osame are meant to reflect
on our yearly progress and
express appreciation to our
employers, colleagues,
customers, vendors, teachers,
peers, etc.

It embodies a rich tradition that
weaves reflection, ceremony,
renewal and community.

Mahalo for all your cans and
plastic bottles !

Recyclables collected this
quarter was redeemed at CM
Recycling on Sand Island.

If you aren't already recycling,
please bring empty cans and
plastic bottles to the shrine:

* remove all caps from the
bottles

+ empty out all liquids

* be sure the HI-5 mark is on
the cans and plastic bottles




OBl MATSURI

Former shrine president Bryson
Goda recently performed at the
Obi Matsuri of O-oi Jinja in
Shimada city, Shizuoka.

This festival is considered one
of the top three festivals of the
Tokai area (Shizuoka, Aichi and
Gifu) and is held every three
years in the year of the Tiger,
Snake, Monkey and Boar.

O-oi Jinja was established in
Shimada city in 865 CE. The Obi
Matsuri began in 1695 and is
part of the Autumn Festival of
O-oi Jinja.

The festivities are held over the
course of a few days with five
floats of entertainment by the
children of the community.

For the past 50 years, the
entertainment has been
coordinated by the Grand

Master of the Kineya school of
shamisen. Bryson, known by
his professional name of Kineya
Sakio performed along with
other instructors of the Kineya
School, perpetuating the
endearing traditions of O-oi
Jinja.

OSEIBO

Oseibo literally means yearend and
is the custom of giving yearend gifts.

Recipients of Oseibo are usually,
people in socially superior positions
such as senior colleagues, elder
relatives, physicians, teachers, etc.
It is also presented from families to
families and businesses to business.

Oseibo finds its roots in ancient
Chinese Taoism. October 15
(December 4) of the lunar calendar
was considered the birthday of the
Heaven Official. It was a day to
offer gifts to the gods and pray for
blessings.

This tradition was imported into
Japan and morphed into a samurai
tradition of social gift giving to
government officials, superiors at
work and relatives.

The most sold Oseibo gift in 2024
were ham, beer and sweets.



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/8eimkrgvlf4pdzuloabhr/Screenshot-2025-11-11-at-1.11.07-AM.png?rlkey=5uw9ku6hhezpogwqzoorwc20b&dl=0

The 2026 Year of the Red Fire
Horse T shirts will be available
from 12/26.

We've chosen a new vendor with
the ability to not only silk screen,
but engrave and do large format
printing of banners.

T shirts this year were printed by
the Kaimuki High School Special
Education Program where SPED
students gain valuable vocational
training and provide quality

products for their school
community.

The Trump administration has
dismantled the U.S. Department
of Education as an opportunity to
end federal oversight of the
Special Education Programs.

As such, 8 million children with
disabilities are now in limbo as
the States scramble to find

funds to continue offering
equitable education for all
students.

Kaimuki High School developed a
school-based enterprise under
the Special Education Program in
anticipation of funding gaps.

This new venture will provide
training, support and services to
students with significant
cognitive, social and behavioral
needs.




VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Any number of hours on any day(s) is deeply appreciated

TRAFFIC CONTROL (pass out OMAMORI BOOTH (cashiers, LOGISTICS CREW (assist Rev.
flyers for offsite parking) baggers) Takizawa in a multitude of tasks)

12/31 10pm - 2 am (1/1) 12/26 8:30 am -4 pm 12/31 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
171 8:30 am -4 pm 12/27 8:30 am -4 pm 9pm-2am(1/1)
12/28 8:30am -4 pm 8am-4pm

SAISEN BOOTH (Give change, 12/29 8:30 am -4 pm 8:30am -4 pm
replenish Saisen) 12/30

12/29 8:30am -4 pm

8:30am -4 pm

12/31 8:30am -4 pm VOLUNTEER SERVICES (pack
12/30 8:30 am -4 pm 8:30 pm - 2 am (1/1) catered food for volunteer
12/31 8:30 am - 4 pm lunches, clean up after lunch)

171 8:30am -4 pm
172 8:30am-4pm

8:30am -4 pm
8:30am -4 pm

8:30am -4 pm .
Please contact the shrine at

8:30am -4 pm . ..
kotohira@hawaiiantel.net

8:30am -4 pm
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