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Haw aii Dazaifu Tenm angu July 2025 

The annual Chinowa for People & Pets and Back-To-School Blessing was held on July 6.  The 
Chinowa event began 20 years ago and still attracts animal lovers from all over the island.  



DONATIONS 
AUGUST
3          2 pm

Tsukinamisai Monthly Service

             

SEPTEMBER
1          8:30 am   (ONLINE ONLY)

Reservations accepted for Shichigosan,
            Totose no Oiwai and Jusan Mairi  
            Online reservat ions at  www.jin ja.us
                
7           2 pm
             Autumn Thanksgiving Festival   

OCTOBER
1          8:30 am  (INTERNAL)
            Tsukinamisai Monthly Service

18       10 am
             Cleanup and prep for Shichigosan

26         9:30 am  - 3 pm
             Start of Shichigosan season  
    

CALENDAR
Bill & Keiko Doughty

Mitsuru & Pam Igarashi

Art Isa

Arthur & Becky Isa

Juston Isa

Rodney & Sharon Isa

Timothy Kajiwara

James & Melba Kurashige

Brandt Lau

Yae Miko

Steve Miwa

Shinken & Marlyn Naitoh

Craig & Diane Nishida

Sakoda Painting 

Travis & Jodie Sakoda

Akiko Sanai

MT Jerky

Culbert Shimada

Gary & Linda Shinsato

Robert Stallings

Maryellen Stewart

Takenoko Sushi

Jasmine Umeno

Lena Yafuso

MAHALO for your most 
generous donations to the 
shrine, which are 
tax-deductible up to fullest 
extent allowed by law,          
when you itemize.  

Stacie Hata

Art Isa

MT Jerky

Trish Nomura

Gary & Linda Shinsato

Maia Sugimoto

Jasmine Umeno

DONATIONS 
of Spirits & Rice



A procession of people, dogs and cats went 
through the Chinowa Ring on Sunday,  July 6 for 
the annual Chinowa for People & Pets Blessing 
and Back-To-School Blessing at the shrine.

The event began 20 years ago in 2005, with a 
3-year hiatus during COVID-19.

Some pets hung around for "Yappy Hour" while 
others slurped Pet Shave ice in the "Barking 
lot."

Chinow a for People & Pets and Back-To-School Blessing

MAHALO VOLUNTEERS

View event photos at: flickr.com/kotohira-dazaifu
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Jeff Fujioka

Stacie Hata

Brenna Imada

Arthur Isa

Becky Isa

Juston Isa

Tom Jannuzzio

Marilyn Naitoh

Craig Nishida

Diane Nishida

Stuart Pang

Gary Shinsato

Linda Shinsato

Whitney Ueno

Jensen Yasui



Kai Igarashi

Art Isa

Juston Isa

Sheri Matsuzaki

Craig Nishida

Diane Nishida

Marilyn Naitoh

Gary Shinsato

Linda Shinsato

CHINOWA PREP CHINOWA RING
The Chinowa ring 
ritual is observed as 
part of the Nagoshi 
no O-oharae ritual of 
surviving the hot 
humid summer in 
good health.

In Japanese legend, 
Susanoo-no-mikoto, 
the kami of 
protection from 
natural disasters 
asked for a night of 
shelter to villagers 
he encountered 
during a trip.

A villager named 
Tanshorai denied 
him shelter, 
however his elder 
brother Somin 
Shorai warmly 
hosted 

Susanoo-no-mikoto.

As a reward, 
Susanoo- no-mikoto 
instructed Somin 
Shorai to protect his 
family against 
epidemics by 
wearing a ring made 
of kaya grass 
around the waist.

Somin Shorai and his 
family are said to 
have survived 
pandemics and 
natural disasters.  

Since, walking 
through a ring 
made of grass has 
been observed in 
summer in hopes of 
surviving the 
sweltering heat.

Chinowa making and prep was done on 7/5. MAHALO to:



yuio

CHINOWA Breakdow n  

MAHALO VOLUNTEERS
Jeff Fujioka

Stacie Hata

Brenna Imada

Arthur Isa

Becky Isa

Juston Isa

Tom Jannuzzio

Marilyn Naitoh

Craig Nishida

Diane Nishida

Stuart Pang

Gary Shinsato

Linda Shinsato

Whitney Ueno

TI LEAVES
The Ti plant, originally called Ki  
was considered sacred to the 
Hawaiian god Lono and the 
goddess of Hula, Laka.

In ancient times, the Ki plant 
was used as material for 
clothing, rain gear, roof 
thatching, religious 
ceremonies and making 
Okolehao from its roots.

The shrine's Chinowa ring is 
made of Ti leaves in honor of 
our Hawaiian host culture 
which believes that Ti leaves 
have great spiritual powers.                      



A private blessing was performed for 
Yoshi, for good health

Tanabata  Star Festival was observed at 
the shrine from July 1 - 7 with Tanzaku 
tags for visitors to write their wishes for 
the annual celebration.

The Tanabata festival finds its roots in 
200 BC China and the legend of the 
Cowherd and the Weaving Maiden. 

According to legend the two lovers were 
forced to separate for various reasons 
and could only meet once a year on the 
night of Tanabata. Since, it has become a 
festival to pray to the stars to realize 
one's wishes.

GOKITO Private Blessings

A Zoom blessing was 
performed for a furry 
friend who underwent 
surgery                  

A Kanai Anzen family blessing was 
performed for a family seeking well-being 
and to acknowledge the importance of       
the bonds that unite them 

Yaku-doshi blessings were 
performed for a shrine 
friend



MAINTENANCE

10/26 - 11/16

SHICHIGOSAN

Donation $65

-  Online reservations will be 
accepted from Sept 1 at 
www.jinja.us

-  One time slot per family - 
up to 3 siblings

-  Reservations are confirmed 
on a first come first served 
basis when online forms and 
donations are received.  We 
will respond with a 
confirmation  within 72 hours 
of receipt

- Info will be uploaded to our 
website on 8/26

Recently, the shrine has witnessed a movement of 
numerous homeless individuals into Kapalama.

On 7/24, Rev Takizawa observed a young male 
atop the shrine's concrete wall attempting to gain 
access into the property despite a large No 
Trespassing sign on the gate. 

Trespassing is illegal in Hawaii and it is important 
to understand the legal implications of trespassing 
to avoid any potential legal consequences.

  

Summer brings vibrancy to the garden but also flourishing weeds
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