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View more shrine photos at www.flickr.com/photos/kotohira-dazaifu 

      The shrine celebrated the annual Spring 

Thanksgiving Festival on Sunday, April 20 

from 3:00 pm.  

     Officiating the ceremony was Rev. Ma-

sa Takizawa, assisted by Rev. Masaaki 

Sawada, Gon-negi of Dazaifu Tenmangu, 

Fukuoka.  A miko mai was performed by 

Shauna Arakaki.  

     Rev. Hidekazu Matsuooji also flew in 

from Dazaifu Tenmangu, Fukuoka to join 

in the festivities.  

      Bob Harada MCôd the program during 

dinner, which included the annual Hawaii 

Dazaifu Tenmangu Scholarship awards 

      The 2014 awardees were: Stacie Hata, 

Calvin Mai, Scott Okamura and Melvin 

Monces. 

      We extend our deepest gratitude to the 

instructors and students of the Hanayagi                

Dancing Academy for the classical dance 

and a unique shamisen-ukulele collabora-

tion pieces, and the many volunteers who 

helped make this festival possible.       
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              Congratulations 

      to Milena Naitoh,. 

      daughter of Shin- 

                               ken and Marilyn 

                               Naitoh, for being 

       Awarded a 

      Fellowship from 

Harvard University.  

     Milena is a graduate of Fordham 

University in NYC and also attended 

International Christian University in 

Tokyo. 

 
                                           Congratulations 

          to Lukas Mattice 

            of Volcano on the 

         Big  Island for  

         being accepted 

                                 to Waseda 

                                 Universityôs  

                                Graduate School of  

Asia-Pacific Studies.   

     Lukas is a graduate of UH Manoa 

and was the shrineôs Scholarship recip-

ient in 2012.   

     Congratulations to shrine  

volunteer Alyssa Fujihara for being 

crowned Princess in the 62nd Cherry 

Blossom Festival held on March 30.  

Alyssa is the daughter of  Clark and 

Gayle Fujihara. 

     The Festival Ball marks the  

culmination of over six months of  

cultural education and professional 

development.  

    The Queen and court are selected  

by a panel of judges based on their  

dedication to perpetuating Japanese  

culture, commitment to education  

and  passion for community service. 

Congratulations  
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