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Happy New Year!!!  
The dawn of a new year over flows with hope that invites us to reflect and to recreate 
ourselves anew.

This year, may we all find a connection to spirit that can guide and nurture us in our growth 
as a nation and as individuals.  Open your mind to new possibilities, discover the divine 
within yourself and empower yourself to achieving your goals and purpose in life.



MAHALO for your generous Donations

Thomas & Linda Agawa

Lois Arakaki

Dan & Chie Aramaki

Dorothy Ching

Bill & Keiko Doughty

Economy Plumbing

Clark & Gayle Fujihara

Heidi Fujishige

Bryson & Reiko Goda

Hanayagi Dancing    
Academy Hawaii Fdn

Kent Harada

Mitsuru & Pam Igarashi

Art Isa

Arthur & Becky Isa

Juston Isa

Rodney & Sharon Isa

David & Masako Jimenez

Dean & Carlyn Kagawa

Elaine Komatsu

James & Melba Kurashige

Milton & Kathy Kwock

Sian Yik Lim

Karen Lindo

Kent Matsuzaki

Barbara Mendes

Yae Miko

Steve Miwa

Ronald & Caroline Miyata

Scott & Darcie Motoda

Shinken & Marilyn Naitoh

Nisei Bldg Maintenance

Craig & Diane Nishida

Clyde & Gayle Nishimoto

Rie Okamura

Akiko Sanai

Alan Sasaki

Gary & Linda Shinsato

Robert Stallings

Akihiko Tajima

Takenoko Sushi

Gary & Waynette Taketa

Eric & Satomi Takiguchi

Irene Takizawa

Nelson & Gail Tamashiro

Sharon Tanigawa

Amy Timas

Claire Tong

Shizuai Tsu

Calvin Yamada

Lois Arakaki

Corniche K.K.

Emi Choy - Kurtis Loo
Brendan, Dylan & Kaylie Choy

Bill & Keiko Doughty

Bryson & Reiko Goda

Miyoko Hanahara

Seiji Imamura

Art Isa

Arthur & Becky Isa

Juston Isa

Mike Lee

Calvin Mai

Dennis Oshiro 

Peggy Oshiro

Pacific Hi-Tak

Kyoko Sano

Gary & Linda Shinsato

Sugimoto Ohana

Gary Taketa

Irene Takizawa

Sharon Tanigawa

MAHALO For  your donations of Rice - Sake - Fish

We are deeply grateful to every donor and supporter who donated in 2025 and at Hatsumode 2026.  As we              
enter our 106th year, we are encouraged by all to continue our efforts to preserve and perpetuate our spiritual 
traditions into 2026 with renewed purpose.  May laughter, hope and peace be your constant companions this year.



View event photos at:  www.flickr.com/kotohira-dazaifu 

FEBRUARY

1     2 pm   

       Tsukinamisai & Setsubun

MARCH

1     2 pm   

       Tsukinamisai Monthly 

       Service

APRIL

4     10 am

        Cleanup and prep

5      2 pm

        Spring Thanksgiving 

        Festival

        3 pm

        Scholarship Awards

CALENDAR MAHALO 

Handmade bracelets 
made w ith lov e, one 

bead at  a t ime

Mahalo Nui to Kathy Hamada-   
Kwock and Arlyn Yoshinaga for 
designing, donating materials and 
fabricating bracelets for children.

Stepping into the spirit of the Year 
of the Horse, the bracelets - meant 
to bring happiness in a brand new 
year, were gone in a day!!

SETSUBUN Bean Throwing

and the Monthly 
Tsukinamisai

February 1  Sun

2:00 pm

Takeshi Tomizawa of the popular 
comedy duo Sandwich-man visited 
the shrine on 1/4



HATSUMODE PREP
Art Isa

Arthur Isa

Becky Isa

Craig Nishida

Diane Nishida

Gary Shinsato

Linda Shinsato

MAHALO Volunteers
HATSUMODE
12/31 - 1/3
Joycelyn Brown
Alexandria Carlyle
Nate Chee
Bill Doughty
Keiko Doughty
Lizyl Failano
Gayle Fujihara
Bryson Goda
Carolyn Haik
Kathy Hamada-Kwock
Kai Igarashi
Pam Igarashi
Brenna Imada
Arden Isa
Art Isa
Arthur Isa
Becky Isa
Charlotte Isa
Juston Isa
Tom Jannuzzio
Milton Kwock
Marilyn Naitoh
Craig Nishida
Diane Nishida
Chris Omuro
Rory Onishi
Stuart Pang

Jay Sakashita
Pauline Sakashita
Skye Sakashita
Stirling Sakashita
Gary Shinsato
Linda Shinsato
Danny Song
Donny Sun
Irene Sun
Jeffie Sun
Ross Takemoto
Gail Tamashiro
Nelson Tamashiro
Naomi Teramoto

EARLY SELECTION
12/26 - 12/30
Alexandria Carlyle

Renee Carlyle

Alyssa Fujihara

Gayle Fujihara

Bryson Goda

Kathy Hamada-Kwock

Stacie Hata

Milton Kwock

Marilyn Naitoh

Diane Nishida

Clyde Shiigi

Gary Shinsato

Linda Shinsato

Naomi Teramoto

Jasmine Umeno

Arlyn Yoshinaga



Nate Chee
Jeff Fujioka

Bryson Goda

Art Isa

Calvin Mai

Marilyn Naitoh

Craig Nishida

Diane Nishida

Rory Onishi

Stuart Pang

Gary Shinsato

Linda Shinsato

Naomi Teramoto

Follow us on Instagram:  kotohiradazaifu

HATSUMODE CLEANUP  1/4



GOKITO Private Blessings

Visit our website www.jinja.us

A Car Blessing was performed on 
12/26.  

A Car Blessing was performed for shrine 
friends on 1/10. May this new ride bring you 
many safe and happy miles.

The first private blessing of 2026.  May all of 
you be blessed in every phase of your life.

TOSHI IWAI - Special Years

In Japanese culture, there are many passages of later life and 
rituals that support and guide those passages

KANREKI -  60 years of age 
signifies the onset of the 
senior years - a time when 
one returns to its original 
Chinese zodiac.

KOKI - 70 years of age and 
originated from a famous 
Chinese poem by Tu Fu.  It is 
also a time for a new focus in 
life - to see the value, quality 
and meaning of our lives in 
declining physical or 
cognitive capacity,

KIJU  - 77 years of age, The 
kanji characters for Ki means 
happiness and is written 
using the characters for 
longevity.

SANJU - 80 years of age 
represents a lifetime of 
treasured experiences, 
accumulated wisdom, 
resilience and notable 

achievements.

BEIJU - 88 years of age, also 
known as the rice birthday is 
a testament to over 8 
decades of life and wisdom.

SOTSUJU - 90 years of age is 
a momentous occasion that 
celebrates life and familial 
bonds

HAKUJU - 99 years of age is 
celebrated because 
subtracting one from one 
hundred leaves the character  
white (haku) representing 
purity and a return to an 
innocent childlike state.

HYAKUJU (also known as 
Momoju) - 100 years of age 
is an extraordinary 
milestone, celebrating a 
century of memories and 
contributions.



The shrine participated in the 33rd 
annual Ohana New Years Festival on 
Sunday 1/11 sponsored by the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawaii.

The Ohana festival is a great way for the                                                                             
community to come together to celebrate                                                                      
the Japanese new year and Hawaii's 
cultural diversity.  MAHALO JCCH for an 
awesome event !

Many Shinto shrines hold 
O-oharae or purification rituals 
twice a year.  These rituals are 
said to have originated around 
701 CE. It is documented in the 
Taiho Ritsuryo (Taiho Code) that 
the O-oharae rituals were 
designated as official imperial 
rituals

The Toshikoshi no O-oharae or 
yearend purification ritual held 
on New Year 's eve is 
performed to disperse 

negative energies accumulated 
over the second half of the 
year, pray for good health and 
to revitalize one's energy in the 
coming 6 months.

The yearend Toshikoshi no 
O-oharae ritual was held on 
December 31, right before 
midnight, in the presence of 
Diane Nishida, president of the 
shrine.

Mahalo to 
Milton Kwock 
and Arlyn 
Yoshinaga for 
procuring 
flowers for the 
Hatsumode 
Hana-Temizu or 
literally "floating 
flowers in the 
Temizu basin."

MAHALO  

VOLUNTEERS

Marilyn Naitoh
Diane Nishida
Linda Shinsato



In 2026, the Fire element 
dominates the energy of the year 
and symbolizes transformation, 
speed passion.  It also offers both 
opportunities and challenges and 
unexpected disasters.  

In health, beware of emotional, 
heart, blood pressure and eye 
issues. 

There is an ancient Chinese term 
"Crimson Horse and Red Goat 
Calamity" (? ? ? ? ? ? which 
refers to a belief that the years of 
the Red Fire Horse (2026) and Red 
Fire Goat (2027) are potentially 
catastrophic.  

Since 1127, China has been 
marked with cultural crises, 
natural disasters and national 
upheaval during the Red Fire 
Horse and Red Goat years.  

It began with the fall of the 
Northern Song Dynasty in 1127 
and has since seen significant 
upheaval and transition during 
these two years. 

It 's effects can also be seen 

globally.  In the last Red Fire Horse 
year of 1966, Lyndon B. Johnson 
formally declares that the US will 
remain in Vietnam until 
Communism ends.

In Japan, ANA Flight 60 plunges 
into Tokyo Bay killing 133 
passengers.

A Canadian Pacific Air Flight 402 
explodes on landing at Haneda 
Airport in Tokyo killing 64 people.

BOAC Flight 911 crashed on Mount 
Fuji killing 124 people.

A massive earthquake in 
Uzbekistan destroys the entire city 
of Tashkent.

A plane crash in Pennsylvania kills 
Pennsylvania Attorney General 
Walter Aessandroni, his wife and 8 
state officials.

Ethnic riots begin all throughout 
the US.  The Black Panthers are 
formed in the Bay Area.

HIV is said to have originated 
sometime in 1966. Macau 
experienced the anti-Portugese 

riots, leading to significant political 
changes.

One of the deadliest wildfires - the 
tragic Loop Fire occurred in 
California claiming many lives.

The Cultural Revolution in China 
begins.  Stanford University 
scholars estimate the death toll at 
1.6 million people.

Feng Shui practitioners in China 
foresee 2026 to bring about the 
perfect storm for China with 
possible regime collapse, social 
upheaval and global and domestic 
conflicts. 

Globally, we in the US will witness 
instability - - politically and 
economically.  US - China 
competition is reshaping supply 
chains, while climate stress fuels 
geopolitical friction.  

The Russia - Ukraine war 
continues, as does Israeli 
aggression on Palestine, civil war 
in Sudan and other global 
conflicts.

Year of the Fire Horse



Those born in the years of the Horse, Rat, Ox and Rabbit should carry a Horse year                              

omamori or wear our 2026 Horse T-shirt to alleviate some of the negative energies of                                      

the Fire Horse year. 

RAT - Stay positive in a challenging year.  Emotional 
swings may deteriorate your health. Keep a low profile 
and handle work and relationships with caution.

OX - A restless year. Stay positive and take things one 
step at a time. Stay adaptable while traveling as you 
may experience delays or cancellations. Beware of 
abdominal issues.

TIGER -  Great for expanding social networks and 
collaborative projects. Personal and professional life 
will thrive. Exercise to maintain your health.

RABBIT - New breakthroughs in relationships. Avoid 
misunderstandings in love to avoid conflicts. Pay 
attention to kidneys, bladder and urinary health.

DRAGON  - A few challenges might test your patience. 
Choose investments carefully. Take of stomach and 
digestion-related issues.

SNAKE - After a stressful year, the path ahead looks 
significantly better. Ideal year for self-improvement. 
This year your wellbeing is deeply tied to your mental 
and nervous energy. Be mindful of your personal 
belongings.

HORSE - Drastic changes in your life. Opportunities 
and challenges coexist - proceed cautiously. Stay alert 
and watch for accidents.  Unexpected health issues.

SHEEP - Harmonious relationships and improvement 
in quality of life. Watch your spending. Emotional ups 
and downs and stress will affect your sleep and 
digestion.

MONKEY -  Changes in all aspects of life. Work hard 
and deal with challenges positively.  There will be times 
of loneliness and emotional instability.  Tension will 
manifest in your shoulders and neck. 

ROOSTER - A year of positive gains, especially in 
career, wealth and love. Pay attention to your 
respiratory system and skin.  

DOG -  You will thrive in love and relationships 
however beware of communications as it can lead to 
escalating conflicts. Pay attention to gut health and 
digestive sensitivity.

BOAR -  Patience is needed to uncover the 
opportunities that are not visible in plain sight. 
Maintain a healthy diet and consistent sleep schedule. 
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