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The shrine welcomed the annual visit of the Hawaii 
Peace Mission - - a Japanese organization of interfaith 
leaders that participates in the annual Pearl Harbor 
ceremony.

83 years ago, Japan launched an attack on the U.S. 
Naval base of Pearl Harbor killing more than 2,400 
service members and accelerating U.S. involvement in 
World War II.

Every year, thousands gather at Pearl Harbor to 
remember the events of December 7, 1941 to reflect 
on the "Day of Infamy" and to honor the members of 
the Greatest Generation for their sacrifice and 
courage.

The Hawaii Peace Mission was formed in 1983 by 
religious leaders in Japan to make the annual 
pilgrimage to Hawaii to participate in the U.S. Navy   
and National Park Service's Remembrance ceremony.  
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DONATIONS 

MAHALO NUI LOA for your most generous 

donations to the shrine in 2024.  You can deduct 

contributions to Nonprofit churches only if you 

itemize on Schedule A of Form 1040.  The shrine is   

a qualified Nonprofit church.
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Our Tax ID:  99-6007158

The last full moon of 2025 lit up the skies on 
12/4.  It 's also known as the Super Moon or 
the Cold Moon and signifies winter 's arrival, 
offering a time for reflection before the end 
of the year.

PRIVATE BLESSINGS
The shrine will be taking a hiatus from Gokito 
Private Blessings from 12/23 ~ 1/4/2026.

Gokito Private Blessings will be available                
again from January 5 (Monday).

Please contact the shrine at                                          
(808) 841-4755 or                                      
kotohira@hawaiiantel.net to make                                    
a reservation. 



GOKITO - Private Blessings

A Car Blessing was performed onA Car Blessing was performed on 

An annual FaceTime blessing 
was performed for a family on 
the mainland to express 
gratitude for the goodness that 
surrounded them during 2025. 

Another FaceTime blessing was 

performed for a former Hawaii 
resident who has been 
experiencing challenges 
throughout the year.

Our last 2025 Shichigosan was a 
long distance blessing for a 

darling 3-year old living in 
Massachusetts.

As with all long distance 
blessings, omamori and ofuda  
blessed during the ceremony   
are mailed to the requestors.

A Gokaku Kigan, literally prayers for passing                  A Car Blessing was performed on 12/13 for an 

exams was conducted for a shrine friend                      enlisted person newly transferred to Hawaii                  



Gatherings with people in one's 
social circle plays an important 
role in Japanese society.

Being a part of a group - 
whether it be coworkers, 
community associations, college 
alumni  clubs, families - - in 
Japan, it 's  important to fulfill 
your roles as members of a 
group.

As the end of the year 
approaches, many workplaces, 
organizations and friends will 
gather for a Bonen-kai to 
express gratitude to one 
another and to mark the ending 
of a cycle.

Bonen-kai, literally year forgetting 
gathering is said to have begun 
in the Kamakura period (1185 - 
1333) as a gathering to share 
and recite poems reflecting on 
the events of the year. 

It was then called Toshi Wasure 
and was widely practiced by the 
Samurai warrior class.

It wasn't until the Edo period 
(1603 - 1868)  that the practice 
of eating and drinking was 
introduced to the observance of 
Toshi Wasure. 

Toshi Wasure parties spread to 
the masses and was called Toshi 

Wasure Enkai or Year Forgetting 
parties - meant to forget all the 
challenges and hardships 
experienced during the year.

From the Meiji period (1868 - 
1912) Toshi Wasure Enkai?
became increasingly popular 
among college students and 
government officials with hard 
partying of eating, drinking and 
entertainment all throughout 
the night.

The last Tsukinamisai of 2025 was conducted in the 
presence of our Officers and Directors.   A Bonenkai 
yearend get together followed, as we reflected on the 
events of 2025 and look forward to a 2026 with good 

health, good fortune and much laughter.

The next Tsukinamisai Monthly Service will be held  
on Sunday, January 18 from 2 pm.  The annual 
Sagicho (burning of the old omamori) will also be    
held that day.

The schedule for Sunday 1/18 is:

    12:00 pm - process old omamori for burning

      1:00 pm - Sagicho burning of the old omamori 

      2:00 pm - Tsukinamisai Monthly Service

TSUKINAMISAI Monthly Service



OMAMORI
President Trump's tariffs on 
foreign goods officially kicked in 
mid-August 2025. 

The tariff plan is projected to 
raise over $5.2 trillion over 10 
years and could be used to 
reduce federal debt.

Tariffs are taxes assessed on 
imported foreign goods which is 
paid by the importer in the US 
and collected by US Customs 
and Border Protection (CBP). 

President Trump has set the 
highest import levies since the 
1930s, raising the tariffs on 
goods from Europe and Japan by 
15%, Vietnam and Bagladesh to 
20%, among other actions. 

Reciprocal tariffs are another 
recent addition that must be 
factored into the total Landed 
costs.

However, it doesn't just end with 
the tariffs.  There are four main 
factors on top of the actual cost 
of the item that contributes to 
any import. 

Unfortunately, these have also 
risen in the past few months due 
to the increase in tariffs.

1. SHIPPING COSTS

Shipping constitutes for a large 
chunk of landed costs.  As Japan 
Post no longer ships commercial 

goods to the US, an alternate 
shipping service such as UPS, 
DHL, Fedex must be used.

The post office in any country 
usually offers the most 
affordable shipping option and 
is around 30% less than shipping 
services.

Mandatory Harbor Maintenance 
Fee and Merchandise Processing 
fees have also increased

2.  CUSTOMS DUTIES & 
TARIFFS

The shrine must assume 
responsibility for all shipping 
costs, insurance, taxes and 
tariffs when the goods arrive in 
the destination country.

The importation process is 
complex and requires a Customs 
Broker to facilitate goods across 
international borders.

Just a few of the unique 
documents and certification 
required for the shrine are:  

- Wood certification must be 
submitted by the shrine for all 
wooden ofuda, omamori, 
kumade, ofuda stands, etc.  

Origin of the wood must be 
tested and certified by a third 
party. Documents confirming 
the imported wood must be 

submitted by the shrine. 

- Textile certification submitted 
by the shrine for all fabrics used 
in our omamori must be 
certified with percentage of silk, 
cotton, polyester, etc.

3. INSURANCE

Insurance is an additional fee to 
secure the contents of the 
shipment and must be factored 
into the final landed costs.

4. HANDLING AND PAYMENT 
PROCESSING FEES

President Trump has also 
imposed a Remittance Fee 
starting January 1, 2026.  

All foreign remittances will be 
charged 1% by the government.

Initially proposed as a 5% tax on 
non-US citizens, the figure was 
revised down to 1% and applied 
to all money sent internationally 
by cashier 's check, money 
orders, bank transfers, digital 
payment platforms, etc.

This new 1% Remittance Fee will 
be charged in addition to the 
usual transfer fees.

You'll likely feel the pinch of 
Trump's Tariffs as donations for 
omamori will also increase from 
12/26.  Please visit our website 
for all omamori updates. 



The 2026 Year of the Fire Horse 
reusable bags will be available   
from Thursday, December 26.

The 2026 Horse year design is a 
Merry Go Round.

Merry Go Rounds are more than 
just childhood amusements; 
they are symbols of life's 
journey and the inevitability of 
change.

While it 's fun and exhilarating, it 
can also be dizzying and 
disorienting.  It 's easy to lose 
sight of one's center, balance 

and grounding when you're 
caught up in the constant spin'

In many ways, this is a reflection 
of our lives.  We face our own 
ups and downs, twists and 
turns, each one shaping us and 
contributing to our growth.

The Merry Go Round reminds 
us that it 's OK to take care of 
yourself and not to get swept 
away in the constant spin of life.

Each rotation signifies a new 
beginning, a new cycle, just as 
sunrise gives way to sunset 

and birth to death, only to    
begin anew.

The bags are $3 or free with  
any $100 purchase.

One New Years tradition that 
children eagerly await is 
Otoshidama - the small envelopes 
filled with money.

Otoshidama originated as a 
Shinto practice of welcoming the 
Toshi-gami or the deity of the New 
Year.

In ancient times, families offered

mochi to welcome the Toshi-gami 
and to receive divine blessings in 
the new year.

Mochi was broken into small 
pieces after the 7th day of the 
new year and given to family 
members to share in the 
blessings.

Eventually, and with changes in 
Japan's social, economic and 
cultural landscape, so did the 
tradition of sharing mochi to the 
giving of money as a way to pass 
on good fortune at the beginning 
of the new year.

There is a similar Chinese custom 
of giving Lai-see or red envelopes 

at Chinese New Years.

Lai-see goes back thousands of 
years.  Family members would 
thread coins with a red string 
which they placed under 
children's pillows on New Years 
eve to drive away evil spirits.

During the Tang Dynasty (618 - 
907 AD) the coins strung with red 
strings became money wrapped 
in red paper.

Sometime in the 1900s, during 
the Qing Dynasty (1644 - 1911), 
red paper transformed into red 
envelopes with auspicious    
words, thanks to print   
technology improvements. 

OTOSHIDAMA



CALENDAR
DECEMBER 2024
26 - 30   8:30 am  - 4 pm   

          Saisaki-Mode Early Hatsumode 
          Personal Worship & Early Omamori
          Selection (Open to the public)

31      8:30 am  - 4 pm  (Closed 4 pm - 8:30 pm)

           8:30 pm  - 2 am  (1/1)

           Saisaki-Mode Hatsumode Worship &

           Omamori available in hall

     

          11:30 pm  (INTERNAL)                   

           Toshikoshi no O-harai

Omamori mail orders will be taken from 
12/10 - 12/20.   It will resume again on 
1/10/2025.   Place your mail orders at: 
kotohira@hawaiiantel.net 

Saisaki-mode, literally means "praying for
happiness early" and offers an 
opportunity prior to January 1 to express
our gratitude and to pray for a new 2025 
full of hope, health and abundance.

Saisaki-mode is offered "Japan-style" where
you pray on your own.  For those who 
prefer not to come together en masse for
Hatsumode, visit the shrine for Saisaki-mode
for a safe alternative.

JANUARY 2025
1  Midnight  - 2 am  

            (Closed 2 am  ~ 8:30 am )    

             8:30 am  - 4 pm

             Hatsumode Personal Worship

             Omamori available 

             

2 ~3      8:30 am  - 4:00 pm

             Hatsumode Personal Worship

             Omamori available 

           

4  8:30 am  - 4:00 pm  

             Hatsumode Personal Worship

             8:30 am  - 3:00 pm

             Omamori available in the Hall 

             until 3:00 pm

             3:00 pm  

             Move from hall to the shrine

5 ~ 31  8:30 am  - 4:00 pm

             Hatsumode Personal Worship

             Omamori available in the Shrine 

11        10 am  - 4 pm

             JCCH Ohana Festival 

             Courtyard           



Mahalo to Mike Lee for designing 
and fabricating a wooden unit to 
be inserted into the Inner 
sanctum where all the Reiji 
spiritual tablets are placed for 
the shrine's deceased friends.

The new unit will significantly 
increase the area for placement 
of the Reiji tablets.

The Reiji tablet is similar to a 
Buddhist Ihai memorial tablet. 

It 's not as ornate as an Ihai and 
is usually made of plain wood 
with the posthumous name 
written in Japanese sumi ink. 

Rev. Takizawa conducts 
ceremonies of remembrance on 
the day of their death, on the 
Spring Equinox (Shunbun) and 
the Autumn Equinox (Shubun).

 

 

Over time, leaves and 
other debris sprout in the 
gutters.

Annual cleaning of the 
shrine gutters were done 
on 11/30.

Weeds need soil, moisture 
and sunlight.  Gutters 
filled with rotting leaves 
and other debris provide 
a nutrient-rich bed.

Seeds are carried  by the 
wind, birds settle in - 
before you know it - 
creating a mini garden.

Kadomatsu are markers for the 
Toshi-gami or the kami of the New 
Years and are usually placed on 
both sides of the gate or entry into 
a home or place of business.

It is customary to display Kadomatsu 
on or around 12/26 and removed                   
on or after 1/7.  It varies by the 
prefecture.



MAINTENANCE
Dealing with a neighbor 's 
overgrown weeds can be more 
than just an eyesore - it may 
create safety concerns, impact 
property values or even violate 
local laws. 

Bare ground is a haven for 
weed seeds to sprout.  The 
invasive weeds spread onto 
Kama Lane and the shrine 
grounds creating a need for 
constant weeding. 

A solid concrete wall is hardly a 
defense for windblown weeds. 
The neighbor 's empty lot was 
weeded by Rev. Takizawa to 
minimize the creeping weeds 
into shrine property.

Living adjacent to a high-traffic 
freeway offers unparalleled 
convenience  but it also 
introduces persistent    
challenges  like the never 
ending sound of highway   
traffic, vibration and structural 
stress. 

However the most challenging 
issue is the array of pollutants, 
ultrafine particulate matter, 
nitrogen oxides, carbon 
monoxide and oily particles 
from tire and   brake wear.

Omamori and Ofuda will be 

offered in the hall from 
12/26/2025 (Friday) - 1/4/2026 
(Sunday).

The hall was given a deep 
cleaning on 12/5.



TRAFFIC CONTROL (direct 
traffic and pass out flyers 
for offsite parking at 
Farrington High School)

12/31   10:00 pm  - 2 am

1/1       8:30  am  - 4 pm

VOLUNTEER SERVICES 
(pack catered food for 
volunteer lunches, deliver 
lunch to bus driver and   
HPD officers, clean up       
after lunch)

1/1       9:30 am  - 1:00 pm

OMAMORI BOOTH 
(cashiers, baggers}

12/31   8:30 am  - 4 pm

             8:30 pm  - 2 am  (1/1)

1/1       8:30 am  - 4 pm

1/2       8:30 am  - 4 pm

1/3       8:30 am  - 4 pm

1/4       8:30 am  - 3 pm

OMIKUJI  BOOTH (Give 

change, replenish supply)

12/31  8:30 pm  - 2 am  (1/1)

1/1       8:30 am  - 4 pm

1/2       8:30 am  - 4 pm

1/3       8:30 am  - 4 pm

LOGISTICS CREW (assist 
Rev. Takizawa in a multitude 
of tasks)

12/31    8:30 am  - 12:30 pm

              10 pm  - 2 am  (1/1)

1/1        8:30 am  - 4 pm

1/2        8:30 am  - 4 pm

1/5        8:30 am  - 4 pm  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Please consider some of the 
ways below to help the shrine 
during the Hatsumode 
season.  Any length of time  
will be deeply appreciated.

Like Hatsumode 2024, we will 
have masks, face shields and 

gloves available.  The hall will 
be ventilated with all windows 
open.  

The shrine will be running a 
reduced scope of services and 
hours of operation during our 
annual Hatsumode event.

However, we will still need 
help in sharing the traditions 
of Hatsumode with the 
community.

Feel free to reach us to us at 
anytime.  These are the ways 
you can help !!

12/31 Tuesday ~ 1/4 Sunday
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