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Hawaii Kotohira Jinsha  
Hawaii Dazaifu Tenmangu  

     Dazaifu Tenmanguôs precinct 
spans over 3,000 acres and includes 
numerous structures.  Its honden, or 
main shrine, was first built by             
Yasuyuki Umasake in 905, two 
years after the death of Michizane 
Sugawara or Tenjin, the deity of 
Dazaifu Tenmangu.  
     A larger structure was construct-
ed by the Fujiwara clan in 919 but 
was destroyed in a fire during a civil 
war.  
     The Momoyama-style shrine vis-
itors see today dates from 1591 and 
is an Important Cultural Proper-
ty.   The grounds also contain two 
ponds, a bridge, a treasure house 
and the Kyushu National Museum. 
     There are auxiliary and 
branch shrines of many other kami 

in addition to the main shrine.   
     Millions visit the shrine in early 
spring to view the 6,000 ume plum 
trees belonging to 167 varieties.  
     One tree, known as Tobiume, 
stands directly to the right of 
the main shrine and is said to be the 
first to bloom each year. 
     Legend has it that after 
Michizane left Kyoto in 
exile, he yearned so much 
for this tree that it uprooted 
itself and flew to Dazaifu 
Tenmangu. 
     As such, Dazaifu Ten-
mangu became revered as 
the shrine of air travel 
safety and is revered by 
travelers and those in the 
airlines, travel, and                    

aerospace industries. 
     Here in Hawaii, off-island                   
travel requires airplane or boat.  
    Our Air Travel Safety omamori 
will provide that extra insurance 
for your next trip to return home 
safe and sound.  
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