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     A new school year is a new  

beginning. New adventures await as  

students and teachers prepare for  

school. Excitement for new possibili- 

ties and fear of the unknown mingle in  

their hearts.  

     Whether your children are  

starting kindergarten, entering high  

school, or leaving the nest for college,  

we invite you to have them specially  

blessed at our annual Back to School  

Education Blessing, as they go out to  

face the world.  

     Our special Blessing is offered to 

bring positive blessings to students, 

teachers and support staff as they 

begin this new school year - so they 

are surrounded by love, hope, vision, 

and protection and the courage to per-

severe in all they undertake and the gift 

of joy and wonder in all things.  

     Sugawara no Michizane, the kami 

of Dazaifu Tenmangu, was a 9th centu-

ry scholar and nobleman who was 

falsely accused of improprieties at 

court and sent into exile, where he died 

before being exonerated.  

     Later, his spirit was deified and            

today is venerated as the deity of  

learning and arts at the 11,000 or so 

Tenmangu shrines dedicated to him 

throughout Japan.  

     Dazaifu Tenmangu in  Fukuoka is 

the main shrine of all the Tenmangu 

shrines in Japan and we are the only 

branch shrine of Dazaifu Tenmangu 

outside of  Japan.  

     This year, our Back to School  

Education Blessing was held on                 

August 3 from 10 am to 2 pm.  

      Joining us again was Rei Uetake 

of Obu city, Aichi prefecture, who 

has been coming to Hawaii with his 

mother for the past 10 years to  

attend our Back-To-School Education  

Blessing. 

   A big Mahalo goes out to Hanayagi 

Dancing Academy Hawaii Founda-

tion and our the many volunteers who 

helped to make this special blessing 

available to the community.  
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