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HOLIDAY TRADITIONS

Shrine offers spiritual start to 2009

Explore the spiritual side of the New Year's -- the one that doesn't
involve fireworks and champagne toasts -- at Hatsumode 2009, a
Japanese celebration, from midnight Wednesday to 5 p.m. Thursday at
Hawaii Kotohira Jinsha-Hawaii Dazaifu Tenmangu.

Events will include a traditional New Year's blessing, Shishimai Lion
Dance and free bowls of 0zoni -- mochi soup.

Omamori, or lucky amulets, for 2009 will be sold, including the shrine's
exclusive hibiscus- and honu-print omamori, as well as charms for the
Lunar Year of the ox.

Admission is free.

The shrine is at 1239 Olomea St. in Kalihi. Shuttles will run from Damien
School, where parking will be available from midnight to 3 p.m.

Call 841-4755 or visit www.e-shrine.org.
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